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Atlantic Sturgeon Life Cycle

e Atlantic sturgeon are anadromous,
spending 1-3 years in fresh water
before heading to sea

* Become coastal wanderers along
the continental shelf, migrating
seasonally

* As adults, 88% of Atlantic sturgeon
return to their natal rivers to
Sspawn:

» Males every 1-2 years
» Females every 2-5 years
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Atlantic Sturgeon Life Cycle
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Grow up to 14 feet long and
weigh as much as 800 lbs

Northern fish grow slower
than those further south

Can live up to 60 years in the
north, less in the south

Reach sexual maturity as
early as 5 years in Georgia
and as late as 30 years in
Canada; mature around age
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2013 Sampling Period

Sampling occurred from
August through October

17 sturgeon were tagged
» 11 males
» 1 female

» 5 unknown
2 sturgeon were recaptured

2013 spawning population
estimate: 75 individuals




2014 Sampling Period

Sampling occurred in August
and September

63 sturgeon were tagged
» 40 males
» 4 females

» 19 unknown
13 sturgeon were recaptured

2014 spawning population
estimate: 151 individuals
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From December 2012 through December 2014, the Navy’s Chesapeake
Bay receiver array had 617,057 detections of 1,098 individual fish:

Species Navy Tagged # of Fish Detected
Atlantic sturgeon Partially (7%) 653
Black drum 3
Blue catfish 2
Blueback herring Yes A
Speckled trout 1
Striped bass 46
Blacktip shark 2|
Bull shark 4
Sand tiger shark 156
Sandbar shark 19
Spinner shark 1
Spiny dogfish 7
White shark 5
Cowno:

2y _ 27
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